             CARE OF YOUR FRESH BALSAM TREES 
1. Make a Fresh Cut
· Before placing the tree in a stand, cut ½–1 inch off the bottom of the trunk.
· This opens up the pores so the tree can absorb water.
· Do this right before putting it in water—don’t let it sit dry afterward.

2. Keep It Well Watered (Most Important!)
· Place the tree in a sturdy stand that holds plenty of water.
· Check water daily—balsam firs can drink a lot, especially the first few days.
· The cut end must always be submerged; if it dries out, it may seal and stop absorbing water.
· Outdoors. Build a well with 2X4 and a tarp. Keep the well close to full with your unwrapped trees standing in it. Trees opened up need to be in a watered stand 
Tip: Use plain tap water. No sugar, aspirin, bleach, or additives—those don’t help.

3. Choose the Right Location
· Keep the tree away from heat sources:
· Radiators
· Fireplaces
· Heat vents
· Direct sunlight
______________________________________________________________________________
4. Watch for Drying Signs
A healthy balsam fir should:
· Smell fresh and fragrant
· Have flexible needles that don’t fall off easily
· Keep needles green and soft
If needles become brittle or drop rapidly, it’s likely not getting enough water or is too warm.


